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TESTIMONY

one
no one

no one changed

except the ones who wrote

their testimony

and from the ones who changed
the only change came from

their testimony

written without fear

and now that fear surrounds

their testimony

spoken to the public
they now fear the words
that they once wrote

burnt into the flesh
that holds the deeds
sent by an evil man

burnt into the language
that once was spoken
in a private room

burnt into the skin
of the hand that wrote
the testimony

everybody knew
that they were living off
the laws of men

everybody knew
there was a chance
not to be ruled by them

everybody ruled
upon the men
who did the evil act

spoken in clear language
they insisted
on their testimony

the testimony was
broken into promises
that change would come
and change the law

the testimony was

broken into paragraphs
brought forward

by the movement’s heads

the testimony was
broken open concepts
of how one should live
and give and take

the testimony was

committed to an open field

that gives the space
to give and take

the testimony was

open wounds to use the blood
as ink to change the laws of men

the testimony was
speaking truth to power
as a means

not to be ruled by them

speaking of those men who

as it turned out
all were spoken for

speaking of those
married to the ones
who wrote their testimony

speaking of them
pushing to advance into
a couple’s core

speaking on the grounds
of common consent
in a wedding bed

wedded to the house
in which a couple lives
and spends their days

wedded to the flesh
that is the hand
that wrote the testimony

bring noise
between the sheets
where hands touch wombs

bring noise into the wounds
that spill the blood
of violence

bring noise between the sheets
of paper in the book of law

force them open
with a finger
pointing

at the laws of men

the words that have been written
with the blood as ink
have now been heard

the words that now have been heard
have been considered
for the laws of men

the judges are now speaking up
and tell the story
of the beach:

a wave breaks
and distributes its water
along the shore

and every grain of sand
knows of its presence
while its washed upon

the full weight of the wave
now lays there
for everyone to see

yet only for a moment
as the sand lays still
but water flows

and with each passing moment
that the sand lays still
the water flows

and back it flows
while a new wave now rumbles
and approaches fast

its noise builds up
and overwhelms the fading force
of the old wave

and back it flows
while the new wave now smothers it
and powers on

and as it crashes
forces all its noise
onto the sandy shore

the words have been considered
and have been thrown out
for another case

no blood was spilled
yet still all blood is spilling
from the laws of men

and change came

change came
in the form of declarations
of an allyship

change came
with the promise to abide
by codes of allyship

change came
with the codes of conduct
brokering that allyship

change came and it went
and with it
promises of allyship

change came and it went
and not a single drop of blood
was spilled

change came and it went
in new directions
where the noise was louder

change came and it went
and the old violence
was applied at home

change came and it went
and the old violence
was applied at work

change went
and the violence of the laws of men
was back at work

change went
and the men who wrote the laws of men
were back again

and back it flows
as a new wave
approaches fast

its noise builds up
and overwhelms the force
of the old wave

and back it flows
while the new wave unfolds
and powers on

and as it crashes
forces its noise
onto the sandy shore

and every grain
knows of its presence
while its washed upon

and the new wave
now lays there
for everyone to see

yet only for a moment
as the sand lays still
but water flows

and with each passing moment
that the sand lays still
the water flows



ensemble:

steelstring guitar + solo bass voice in crooner style
soprano

mezzo soprano

alto

tenor
bass

the steelstring guitar is played by Bass 2, lapsteel style on the knees, operated with two metal slides.

General Instructions:

Focus should always be on transparency and clarity of the text, especially when two or more performers sing homorhythmically
The end consonants of words (s, t, d etc) are pronounced on the rest that follows the last note, unless otherwise indicated

The pronunciation of text is in English, with exception of square brackets [], which follow German IPA

cross noteheads: spoken - as naturally as possible, but with exact rhythm
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one metal slide is held in each hand and its edge bounced off the string as fast as possible at given Eitches
(the harmonics resonating on the left side of the strings are not notated, but are very important to the sound - do not mute!)
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